Thomas Vanek
2013 Review/Outlook
Entering the final year of a seven year contract and the subject of trade rumours as Buffalo continues their rebuild .. a scenario that holds some appeal for him to join a contender at 29 .. started with a bang with five points and nine shots on opening night to ignite an absurdly hot start  (11-11-12-23) ..  included an eight game scoring streak (8-8-11-19) .. led the league in scoring until Feb 17th but disappeared from view behind Crosby in a seven game stretch in which he scored points only once (7-1-1-2) .. matched his production last four years, 0.78, 0.91, 0.75, 0.88 the rest of the way (20-8-8-16, 0.80 PPG).. as consistent a goal scorer as you will find .. on a 43 goal pace in a full 82 game matching the pace of his sophomore season  (06-07) .. tied for 13th in NHL in goals scored .. tied for third in PP goals (9) and was 23rd  in take-aways (34) .. leading the Sabres in all three categories .. never scoring less than 25 goals since coming into the league .. ranks 8th in NHL goal scoring since the end of the last lockout and his rookie season .. missed ten games in total, 2 games March 2nd for an upper body injury, and 6 games for an upper-body muscle strain .. a thoroughbred whose trade value decreases as we approach the deadline .. and may explode surrounded by the right talent .. but not in Buffalo.
Scouting Report
Austrian sniper boasts prodigious hands and shooting skills .. can appear stiff and sluggish, especially in turns, though generates a decent acceleration thrust from a stride that has grown stronger and smoother .. lethal driving into traffic areas and engaging a feared shot that jumps off his blade .. quick and decisive – with a flair for making sneaky passes in tight confines .. masterful at tipping shots, armed with superior hand-eye co-ordination .. labours to involve his big frame and reach as a physical factor .. more aware defensively, yet stops moving his feet and loses track of assignments .. a dangerous commodity when operating with the requisite intensity and courage – which wanes some nights.

2011-12 Report .. Sizzled in the opening month (16-11-9-20), and sat among the league’s top 20 scorers at midseason (41-19-21-40) before derailing .. slowed by a suspected shoulder problem, likely re-aggravated on some punishing hits beginning with Toronto’s Dion Phaneuf in January .. posted lowest goal totals since his `05-6 rookie year – ending a string of five consecutive team goal-scoring crowns .. not as energetic in the second half – and guilty of sloppy puck management – which factored in declining icetime .. lots to motivate a rebound – and respond to coach Ruff’s publicized year-end critique
Cody Hodgson
2013 Review/Outlook
Cashed in on a golden opportunity on the top line .. ice time jumped from his rookie season (13:49) to 18:23 (2:36 PP 1:17 SH) .. after finishing 5th in rookie scoring in 11-12 he led all sophomores in 12-13 in goals and points .. finishing second on the Sabres in both categories ..  only five points on the PP – 14.7% of his points .. did not set the world on fire initially with Buffalo in 11-12 (20-3-5-8) after being shipped out of Vancouver and a strained relationship .. injury setbacks slowed his progression to the NHL .. a successful stint in Rochester in the AHL was again ended by a broken thumb (19-5-14-19) .. the playmaker rebounded quickly  in returning to the NHL .. showed enough chemistry in 11-12 with Vanek at the end of the season to start on the top line along with Pominville with dramatic results .. close to a point a game over the first 32 contests (32-12-16-28) .. only to sputter and stall  once Vanek went down with an injury in March .. followed by the Pominville trade ..  launching a sobering stretch where he registered points in only 2 of 11 games (11-1-1-2) .. needs to improve his work in the face-off circle (46.8%) if he is to thrive as a #1 centre .. criticized by new coach for his defensive shortcomings .... maintaining consistency over an 82 game season with the attention of the best checkers in the league will be a major challenge this coming season .. particularly if the supporting cast becomes much younger with key departures .. an RFA this season, negotiations have not started with the Sabres .. concerning as a distraction after the progress made in his sophomore year ..and should be monitored heading into the season.
Scouting Report
A strong, bullish playmaker with talented hands and shooting abilities .. equally proficient passer or shooter .. boasts strong in-close puck control and a heavy, accurate shot that unloads with impressive force and conviction .. not tall but gritty and strong on his stick .. slippery in traffic .. exploits space well – creates passing and shooting lanes for himself .. shuffling skater .. fails to generate a separation burst due to shorter legs and a part-truncated stride .. pivots well though – and is getting quicker .. acceleration is gradually improving as his body strengthens .. responsible defensively – but also prone to mismanaging the puck at times .. needs to focus on keeping his feet activated away from the puck .. his resolve tends to wane on lengthy defending sequences .. not out of the woods yet.
2011-12 Report .. Didn’t exactly flourish in Buffalo, going pointless in his first 10 games, after arriving in a gift-wrapped deadline deal .. steadily emerged in his rookie season, busting out near Christmas on a month-long surge (17-8-6-14) – and providing the Canucks with some needed secondary scoring .. but it also gave Vancouver GM Mike Gillis the ammunition to rid the organization of a player deemed to be difficult and high maintenance .. the relationship had steadily deteriorated since a misdiagnosed back injury during his final junior year .. CHL ‘Player of the Year’ for `09. 
Drew Stafford
2013 Review/Outlook
Second disappointing season as PPG continuing to drop to 0.39 after 0.63 and 0.84 years respectively .. 0 PP goals despite 2:10 of power play time ..  led the team in shots with 121 mitigated by an abysmal shooting percentage of 5.0% and perhaps some upside  .. applying his career average of 11.3% would have added 11 goals - on pace for another 20 goal season (pro-rated to 82 games)  .. a feat he achieved  three out of the last four seasons .. team worst -16 highlight his struggles all season .. floundering  on the third and fourth lines drew the ire of new coach Rolston as healthy scratch Mar 23 .. traditionally a slow starter (24 pts in 25 games to end 11-12) never really got going in a short season .. did not play during the lock out which may have added some rust to his big frame .. comeback is possible but will need to win over his coach .. monitor his conditioning entering camp.  
Scouting Report
A big, agile forward relies on quick puck movement and an aggressive, energetic game .. dangerous when moving to open space with speed as he excels making nifty moves and opening up lanes for a fast, hard slapshot .. bit of a Jekyll-and-Hyde who can elude description .. puckhandling and skating appear incongruent .. footwork is rough and inefficient in certain phases, which can impair his ability to control and protect the puck .. most effective when working the cycle and hustling to get into open shooting stances – areas that slipped last season .. streaky, ‘good-year-bad-year’ type.
2011-12 Report .. Armed with a four-year, $16 million deal, but sputtered though a mostly disappointing campaign – needing a late surge to salvage a 20-goal season .. rejuvenated on a high-flying line with Tyler Ennis, scoring seven times in the final 13 games (13-7-10-17, plus-8) .. expect a rebound after a humbling back-step.
Ville Leino
2013 Review/Outlook
Two years into a maligned six year $27 million dollar contract earned after a breakout campaign in his sophomore year in the NHL ..  29 year old is just entering his fourth NHL season ..  has yet to play a full one except for his breadwinning 10-11 .. a disastrous first season in Buffalo including a failed experiment at center ice .. burdened by contract expectations appeared to lose confidence .. no opportunity for redemption in 12 -13 in a non-season spent injured  .. a hip injury kept him out of the line-up until March 16th only to be sidelined for the season eight games later with an issue with his lungs .. monitor his health at training camp .. there is opportunity for a defensively responsible winger with some scoring touch. 

Scouting Report
An instinctive playmaker with slick hands and a healthy imagination .. a puck-possession type, driven by good in-close finishing skills .. clever and patient .. knows how to manage the puck and buy time, utilizing slight pauses and subtle fakes .. elusive because of his smarts and improvisational abilities .. steady and efficient skater – with a comfortable stride that has decent power and explosiveness .. good agility and lateral movement – pivots, spins and changes direction quickly .. comes back responsibly and assumes solid defensive positions .. tends to ‘puck watch’ and doesn’t get involved in a physical sense .. elevates his urgency and toughness in big games .. needs to re-discover that missing ‘inner fire’.
2011-12 Report .. Never recovered after losing confidence early in his Buffalo debut – and further set back by a December broken foot that cost 10 games .. tendered a lavish six-year, $27-million deal last summer – to center a top line – but quickly lost interest in converting from the wing, where he had played mostly in his first three seasons in North America .. scored eight times and fostered an icy relationship with coach Ruff as power play time was metered .. tied an NHL playoff record in 2010 for most points by a rookie (21) in Philadelphia’s run to the finals.
Marcus Foligno
2013 Review/Outlook
A key piece of the young Sabre core providing size, toughness and a deft touch around the net.. started the season in Rochester in the AHL (33-10-17-27) providing some dominating nights under new coach Rolston .. bringing along heady promise into his rookie season ..  inflated by the gaudy numbers put up in a late NHL call up in 11-12 (14-6-7-13) bolstered by an unsustainable shooting percentage of 26.9% .. a far cry from the 9.1% posted in 12-13 .. never duplicated perceptible chemistry with Tyler Ennis .. scored only 1 goal in his first 25 games (25-1-4-5) leading to a healthy scratch on Feb 28th   .. followed by a productive 11 game stretch (11-4-4-8) .. promptly disappearing for 14 games (14-0-2-2) to end the season .. ice time dwindled from 16:28 In February to 10:46 in April .. finished 4th among rookies with 108 hits, 6th in PIM (41), and tied for 8th in assists (13) .. brother of Nick and son of Mike .. a competitor who brings many dimensions to the team  when he is on his game .. a humbling  year of development for future power forward .. breakout season likely in the horizon .. if he can claim a top six role this year will be an excellent dark horse candidate .. will grow along with the young talent. 
Scouting Report
A truculent warrior with fairly soft hands .. excels operating on the boards and in traffic – exploiting his size, strength and large wingspan .. sets the tone with steamroller hits .. plays clean and hard, though prone to going over the top occasionally .. smart puck manager, with poise and playmaking vision .. retains impressive blade control despite an extra long stick .. gradually developing better tempo – still slow making plays .. boasts a good inside power move – plus a heavy slapshot and one-timer .. worked diligently to bring his skating up to scratch .. co-ordination and balance have filled in .. still a bit heavy-footed – needs to improve his startup burst .. generates decent cruising speed from a gangly stride – driven by long limbs.
2011-12 Report .. Led the Amerks with a plus-19 rating – and was emerging as an AHL force upon an emergency March recall .. energized the Sabres with his toughness, clicking instantly alongside Tyler Ennis .. younger brother of Ottawa’s Nick and son of former NHLer Mike .. led the Amerks in playoff scoring (3-2-1-3). 
Tyler Ennis
2013 Review/Outlook
A strong performance after being limited to 48 games in 10-11 with a high ankle sprain .. healthy  in 12-13 after only playing eight games in the Swiss league during the lockout before returning to have a nagging shoulder injury dealt with .. a strong start Jan 27 – Mar 30 (30-9-16-25, 0.83 PPG) joined with a strong finish to 11-12 (33-12-17-29, 0.88 PPG) provides a realistic upside to this shifty, creative talent (63-21-33-54, 0.86 PPG) .. impressive production given the dismal seasons from regular line-mates, Stafford and Foligno .. 45.2% of his points come on the power play while averaging 3:22 minutes a game .. 3rd on the team in scoring, tied for 1st in assists, tied for most PP points (14) .. took the third most face-offs on the team with a woeful 41.9% face-off win percentage .. -14 plus/minus worst on the team second only to Stafford (-16) .. over powered by larger players cannot match up down low (5’9”, 157 pounds) requiring supportive size on the wing to operate effectively in the middle ..  Sabre management has speculated in the off season about a permanent move to center .. maintained a 54 point pace in a pro-rated season  and can expect similar production ..  agreed to a two-year $5.625 million contract prior to the lockout .. entering the final season of the contract .. potential fourth season breakout will be dampened by rebuilding team .. if line begins to mesh again increased even strength scoring provides some intriguing upside. 
Scouting Report
Tiny dynamo is a clever and highly-skilled playmaker .. talented skater – fast and slippery with exceptional lateral agility .. knows how to utilize his change of gears .. sneaky and elusive 1-on-1 powered by soft, quick hands .. cuts and reverses with the puck on a dime – executes difficult maneuvers in full gear .. bolstered the club’s outlet play with strong skating routes, using his blistering pace to get into prime spots to receive pucks .. still gets erased by bigger, stronger foes or by those who successfully contain his time and space .. plays a brave game in spite of a diminutive frame, displaying resiliency and persistence .. continues to work on upgrading his defensive-zone play .. gets too fancy at times and can be quite uninvolved when his energy level sags.
2011-12 Report .. Took flight over the final quarter, making up lost ground in a sophomore year marred by an October high ankle sprain which cost him 34 games .. ranked fourth among NHL rookie scorers in `10-11, following AHL ‘Rookie of the Year’ honours in `09-10 .. all over the ice during the final three weeks, his explosion coinciding with a move back to center – and the arrival of new linemate Marcus Foligno (14-8-11-19).
Christian Ehrhoff
2013 Review/Outlook
Workhorse playing in all key situations finishing 10th among all NHL skaters with an average TOI of 25:11, (19:42 ES 3:30 PP 1:59 SH)  .. the highest average of his career.. showcased offensive skills in Germany during the lockout (32-8-18-26) and at the World Championships (7-3-2-5) .. goals have been in short supply in Buffalo (10) after scoring 28 in two years in Vancouver ..  two goals on the PP since joining the Sabres ..  scoring only 40.9% of his points on the leagues second worst PP (14.1%) after posting between 52% and 56% in his salad days in Vancouver ..  one PP point at March 22 when he finally posted three in one game .. first among Sabres defensemen in goals (5), assists (17), points (22) and shots (102, which ranked 8th among all NHL defensemen) on pace for another 40 point season ... a pace he maintained for the prior four seasons .. tied for the team lead with a +6 .. two prolonged scoring slumps - ten games Feb 19 to March 10 and six games from Mar 31 – Apr 11 marred an otherwise solid season .. expect similar results with upside if power play turns around. 
Scouting Report
A fast, fluid skater – generates an elite acceleration burst from a wide, bow-legged stride .. moves the puck skillfully and can transition to offense in a heartbeat .. doesn’t always find the safest outlet route – and can struggle to control a a wild booming slapshot .. prone to forcing shots through traffic, as opponents key on shutting down lanes .. at his best when following a natural instinct to attack .. played conservatively here, not supporting the offense with the same zeal .. made steady upgrades in strength and physical 1-on-1 tenacity .. still not airtight in terms of his technique and solutions as he can suffer coverage and positional breakdowns – which lead to lazy penalties and error-filled moments.
2011-12 Report .. Provided low initial return on last summer’s 10-year, $40-million investment – dipping to five goals after consecutive 14-goal seasons .. did handle heavy minutes, leading the team in icetime (23:03) .. gained his bearings after a shaky start, only to suffer a December rib injury, missing 11 games, during which time the club posted a 2-7-2 record .. sat out the final five games to a knee sprain
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