2013 Review/Outlook
Eric Staal
A breakout season thriving under Coach Muller .. finishing sixth in league scoring .. re-united with his brother Jordan .. but not lining up together except on the PP .. formed an effective unit with Jiri Tlusty and Alexander Semin  .. picked up his terrific pace from the second half of 11-12  launching  an 11 game scoring streak (11-8-9-17) (the longest in the NHL) after a scoreless first two games .. would not go two games without a point again ..  forged a 100 point pro-rated pace in the first half (24-12-18-30, 1.25 PPG).. a second half team wide collapse to fall out of playoff contention offered quieter numbers (24-6-17-23, 0.96 PPG) .. Only 17 percent of his points (3-6-9) produced on the 27th ranked PP (14.6%) .. led the league in even strength points  .. shouldered third most face-offs in the NHL, winning 52%  to rank 28th in the league .. suffered an third-degree MCL sprain in the world championships .. no surgery but potential lengthy recovery time .. ending a run as the NHL poster boy for health .. only missed 14 games in 9 seasons prior, 12 of them in one  alone (09-10) .. ranks fifth in the NHL in goals since the last lockout .. 28 years old and entering his prime .. sublime chemistry with Semin, now signed on a multi year deal .. a hungry, franchise player with a Stanley Cup on his resume ..  can still go to another level. 
Scouting Report
Tall, rangy pivot with smart hands and a powerful shot .. eats up the ice with huge, silky strides and an elite top gear .. more meticulous with the puck especially in traffic – and developing better patience and focus in scoring areas, exploiting an extended reach and gift for creating shooting lanes .. prone to intensity drops and stretches of complacency – but was a consistent force most nights under Muller .. battled hard and attacking the play again, notably in puck pursuits .. proficient as a playmaker operating below the goal line.
2011-12 Review
Canes captain pulled out of a miserable first-half dive and roared to an impressive seventh straight 70-point effort .. uninspired after losing winger Erik Cole to free agency – and sunk to an NHL-worst minus-23 .. looked revitalized after Kirk Muller took over as coach – and went on to earn a third ‘Team MVP’ award – plus the ‘Steve Chiasson Award’ for the first time – from teammates for ‘determination and dedication’ .. continued to show marked improvement in faceoff proficiency, winning 52.5 percent of his 1,681 draws – second-most in the league – up from 48.0 in `10-11 .. notorious slow starter – could challenge for a top-10 spot in league scoring.
Jordan Staal
2013 Review/Outlook

Joined brother Eric amid much pre-season excitement after signing a 10 year $60 million dollar contract .. traded at the draft on his wedding day after rejecting a similar offer from the Penguins after a blazing finish to 11-12 in replacement of the injured Crosby (28-11-18-29) and notable playoff (6-6-3-9)  ..  a very quick start working well with Jeff Skinner (13-2-10-12) .. a second concussion for Skinner in two years (missed 5 games) brought an abrupt halt to the thriving partnership .. Staal immediately plunged into a 15 game slump Feb 18 – Mar 18 (15-2-4-6) .. respectable but tepid finish (20-4-9-13) brought a disappointing Carolina debut to an end with worst PPG (0.65) in three years .. shooting percentage (8.8%) down from career average (12.6%) and half last year (16.8%) accounts for some slippage .. a quiet seven power play points or 22% of his output ... playing over 20 minutes a game against the best of the opposition belies a better performance than -18 plus/minus would indicate .. notable as fifth worst in the league behind Skinner and three others .. Carolina posted the second worst goals against per game (3.31) and a team -20 plus/minus .. led the team in hits (105) .. this season is an outlier as an abbreviated training camp and short season made it difficult to adjust to new systems .. assume he will be fully acclimatized for next season .. and a marked improvement .. speculation that  5th overall draft pick Elias Lindholm may play on his line. 
Scouting Report
Sleek, versatile forward with good poise and game sense .. eats up the ice with huge effortless strides .. could use better quickness in parts, to augment a deceptive separation gear and solid agility for his size .. economical puckhandler .. makes plays look easy merely by exerting his enormous stride and body span .. fairly determined in traffic .. more proactive using his size to create space .. boasts a quick shot release – and is steadily elevating his tempo and decision speed .. still prone to overhandling the puck – or simply not recognizing shooting chances .. positions intelligently defending – excels in shutdown and penalty-kill roles.
2011-12 Review
Granted a wish to join big brother Eric via a blockbuster trade announced at the NHL Draft – and on his wedding day .. rejected a 10-year contract as part of the divorce proceedings .. carried the Pens in the playoffs, leading the team in goals and points (6-6-3-9) – continuing an abbreviated breakout regular season .. stepped up in Sidney Crosby’s absence – firing 25 goals in 62 games – missing 20 games including 15 to a January knee injury .. . led the Pens with a 16.8 shooting percentage – to rank 12th in the league.
Jeff Skinner
2013 Review/Outlook
A cloud remains over the 21 year old, fourth year NHL 21 with elite level skills .. concussion difficulties have haunted him the past few years and a potential break out to stardom  .. a roaring start beside Jordan Staal to start the season Jan 19 – Feb 14 (13-7-7-14) before suffering a concussion (Feb-14) in his second straight season .. missing 5 games (Feb 19 – Feb 26) .. once again could not find his form for the remainder of the season (29–6-4–10) .. a playing style that goes to the hard areas of the ice and dangles makes him vulnerable  and not as effective when tentative .. ranked 11th in the NHL in shots (159) with a low shooting percentage (8.2%) down from the prior year (9.5%) .. continuing a trend from his rookie season outlier (14.5%)  ..  with diminishing quality chances ..  struggling defensively at times losing one on one battles and making poor decisions under pressure ..  ranked 4th in the league with a -21 rating .. must be producing offensively to contribute to the team .. a six year, $5.8 million per salary with five years to go will provide fodder for the rumour mill .. elite potential and a competitive streak that the Canes will not let go lightly .. played for Canada in the world championships (8-2-2-4). 
Scouting Report
Shrewd, determined goal scorer with soft hands .. not overly explosive in startup, yet slippery and elusive 1-on-1 powered by strong edgework and superb pivoting ability .. trained early as a figure skater .. exudes confidence as a shooter, backed by a fast and natural release .. smallish in stature, yet blessed with impressive core strength which he knows how to apply .. spins off physical pressure like a top, displaying excellent athleticism and deceptive stickhandling range .. thrives in transition, driving back defenders utilizing a crafty mix of speed bursts and quick-handed maneuvers to open up lanes .. continues to make adjustments in his positioning and defensive postures .. not as courageous driving for pucks or bulling his way to prime net-front spots – and even tentative at times .. needs to regain that confident edge.
2011-12 Review
The Calder Trophy winner drew intense physical scrutiny from the outset last fall, eventually succumbing to a big hit in December .. missed 16 games to a concussion and laboured to rediscover his early form which saw him leading the Canes at the time of his setback (30-12-12-24) .. prone to temper tantrums in junior, a trait which surfaced as his frustration mounted .. guilty of some nasty stick work and late hits – drawing a two-game suspension for a slew-foot on Washington’s Dmitry Orlov ..
Alexander Semin
2013 Review/Outlook
Quickly made believers out of Carolina management after entering the season labeled enigmatic on a one year contract .. rewarded with a 5 year, $7 million per contract .. finished 21st in league scoring and 13th in assists .. furnished a playmaking component to one of the most productive lines in the NHL with Eric Staal and Jiri Tlusty .. finished 18th in the NHL in shots (150) while finishing 3rd  in missed shots (77) .. scoring percentage (8.7%) off of a career average (13.5%) and over 14% for the four prior seasons .. adding another tantalizing 8 goals to his totals with a return to form .. played much of the year with a nagging upper body injury that was kept fairly quiet but likely impacted his shooting .. startling +14 plus/minus on a team that was collectively tied-for-second-worst (-13) continues a career trend highlighted by a +105 plus/minus in the last five years, ranking him 5th in the NHL .. alongside a 5th ranking in goals scored in that time period .. finished 5th in the league in take-aways (46) right behind line-mate Eric Staal (48) .. locked in as part of an impressive core group entering their primes .. can build on chemistry with Staal and Tlusty. 
Scouting Report
Tricky winger packs a wristshot of remarkable velocity and accuracy .. mesmerizing 1-on-1 dangles, utilizing a long reach and ultra-soft hands .. slick, elusive – makes sharp cuts and directional changes – aided by exceptional lateral agility and first-step quickness .. relies on the element of surprise – and impulsive bursts of quickness to open up lanes .. his unpredictable nature makes him an ever-present threat – and a liability who can’t resist attempting fancy plays in dangerous areas .. loses focus and interest defensively and takes undisciplined penalties 
2011-12 Review
Grudgingly watched his icetime and production decline last season – with 21 goals marking the lowest full-season totals of his career .. ran aground under Bruce Boudreau, even earning a benching in November, but surged after the coaching change (56-16-28-44, plus-12) .. tamed down his ‘run-and-gun’ style and extracted a greater defensive effort for coach Hunter .. classic Jekyll-and-Hyde in the postseason – played a vital part in knocking out the defending champion Bruins in the opening round – only to disappear in the Rangers series.
Jiri Tlusty
2013 Review/Outlook
One of the most explosive breakout season in the NHL .. tie-ing for 5th in the league in goals scored (23) .. slow in coming for the  25 year old, 13th overall pick (2006) after providing third line support and competent defense for several years .... tied his career high in goals (17) in only 35 games (35-16-9-25) to achieve a pro-rated pace of 39 goals over 82 games .. started the season in the bottom six of the Canes rotation and produced no points in the first six games .. promoted to the top line with Eric Staal and Alexander Semin and first PP duty  .. promptly went on a twenty game tear Feb 2 – Mar 13 (20-13-9-22) .. to cool off for a month from Mar 16 – Apr 11 (14-4-1-5)  as the Canes’ season imploded - crashing from a playoff spot to a 5th overall pick in the draft .. winning only two games in 19 (10 games with 1 goal or less) from Mar 14 – Apr 20 .. finished the season on an eight game scoring streak (8-6-5-11) .. road warrior (24-7-10-17) with a +8 plus/minus rating .. scored 70% of his goals at home (16) (24-16-5-21) with a +7 rating .. Canes confirmed he had been playing part of the season with a dislocated finger .. shooting percentage (19.8% - tied for 7th in the NHL) way over his career average (13.8%) and not likely sustainable .. accounting for seven more goals this season .. a smart and intelligent player with a knack for finding open ice and reading plays .. a comfortable fit on the top line can expect similar production in a more even season. 
Scouting Report
The former Toronto first-rounder (13th in `06) is a skilled, strong-skating forward .. well-balanced skater with a steady, powerful stride and strong acceleration .. shields the puck well and makes quick, smooth dekes in tight quarters, exploiting fine hand skills and impressive upper-body strength .. excels at beating defenders 1-on-1 off the boards and opening up laneways for a hard, accurate wrister and snapshot – triggered by a compact release and minimal windup .. urgency and overall awareness have steadily improved – while the lapses in focus are less frequent now .. developing as a defensive foil .. increasingly responsible and aware of his positioning on the ice – hangs back in solid support.
2011-12 Review
Started to find some consistency after mid-season and earned a promotion to the top line en route to a 17-goal breakout effort .. showed steady defensive improvements, establishing a rapport with Brandon Sutter, before landing on a top-six spot after Alexei Ponikarovsky was dealt in January .. rode a 9-game point streak in February (9-4-6-10) .. still has ‘sleepy’ moments when his compete level is too reserved .. tends to assert himself with authority only in spurts .. on a slow rise.
Joni Pitkanen
2013 Review/Outlook
After playing in only 30 games the prior season due to a concussion and knee surgery, health concerns were paramount entering the season for the  6’3” mobile defender .. has not played a full season in his career .. playing heavy minutes in the early going he was a key piece for the Hurricanes (12-1-5-6, +8) before being sidelined by a lower body injury missing 13 games in total Feb 12 – Mar 16 .. briefly returned  Mar 2 only to re-aggravate it and began a difficult run (9-0-3-3) .. compounded by the end to Cam Ward’s season on Mar-3 .. one of several key injuries that ignited the Hurricane’s implosion .. season ended with a broken heel bone requiring surgery and 10 – 12 weeks recovery time .. should be ready for the start of the season .. be wary of a poor medical resume and declining production.
Scouting Report
Big, talented rearguard with exceptional mobility and bravado .. eats up the ice with an effortless and powerful stride .. always eager to bolt into the rush .. gradually learning to support the attack sensibly while operating within the team system .. could strive harder to disguise his intentions, especially on the power play where some predictability has crept into his game .. gets let down by his play selection – and is often shy about using his heavy shot .. loses structure defending – gravitates to the puck and leaves the crease area unprotected .. performance is usually tied to confidence level which can dip and yield a more conservative and timid approach .. seemed to have the green light here to explore his wild side, functioning more like a fourth forward some nights .. does a better job of getting back and battling in recovery now. 
2011-12 Review
Reached his 500th NHL game – barely late in the campaign – after missing 52 games to a lower-body injury, concussion and knee surgery .. boom or bust when healthy, began the season with a snarl (6-2-4-6) – but wound up amassing a glaring minus-15 rating in just 30 games .. can be a factor if he can find the right balance – and stay healthy.
2013 Review/Outlook
Justin Faulk
Enters his third NHL season after an exciting rookie campaign (11-12 NHL All-rookie team) and stalwart sophomore effort in 12-13 (38-5-10-15) .. averaged 24 minutes a game (18:22 ES, 2:38 PP, 2:59 SH)  playing upwards of 30 minutes at times .. started with momentum (11-2-4-6) after tearing it up in the AHL with Charlotte (31-5-29-24, 10 PP points)  .. one of the fallen Canes that precipitated the staggering collapse, missing nine games (Mar 21–Apr 8) after suffering a second-degree MCL sprain (Mar-19) .. in the midst of an eight game pointless streak Mar 9 – Apr 13 .. returned to maintain his strong play under difficult circumstances with increased offensive contribution (8-2-3-5) to finish the season.. solidifying his role as Muller’s #1 go-to defenseman in key match-ups and PP QB  .. showed impressive maturity and defensive responsibility for a 20 year old .. playing tough minutes and maintaining a +4 plus/minus on a team that was a collective -13 .. named the team's most valuable player by the Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers Association .. once again a standout for the US at the IIHF World Championships (10-0-6-6) .. invited to the USA Hockey orientation camp and expected to make the team and star for many years  .. PP production will increase in the coming season (only 3 points last season – 20% of production) for the smooth puck mover with solid, creative instincts .. providing a healthy offensive increase this coming season
Scouting Report
Smart mid-sized blueliner brings a solid all-around skill-set .. stable on his feet – stride is wide and firm .. overall quickness can improve, which will complement solid technical form and strong lateral agility .. smooth and calm puckmover with some elusive 1-on-1 moves .. makes a safe first pass .. shows sharp instincts as to when and how to join the attack .. packs a hot slapshot which arrives with surprising power given his size and effortless mechanics .. stocky and strong for his size – and not afraid to initiate or receive contact .. anticipates the game intelligently .. stays patient defending 1-on-1, manages gaps well – attends to details .. adept at positioning his body and stick to tie up threats around the net 
2011-12 Review
Made the difficult step from college look easy and likely deserved a Calder Trophy nod for an outstanding first pro term .. farmed out to Charlotte for a month after cracking the opening roster, only to return and end up as Carolina’s icetime leader (22:50) .. logged at least 20 minutes per game in 61 of the next 63 games .. led all NCAA freshman blueliners in scoring in `10-11 and played a key role in Minnesota-Duluth’s first-ever national title .. sophomore year ahead.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
