Taylor Hall
2013 Review/Outlook
Definitively answered questions about off-season shoulder surgery .. starring with the young Oiler core in Oklahoma City (26-14-20-34) .. launched out of the NHL gate on a 7 game scoring streak (7-2-7-9) Jan 20 – Jan 31 .. dominated on an Art Ross pace from Mar 10 to Apr 3 (12-9-13-22) ..  finishing 9th in league scoring (45-16-34-50) and 13th in shots .. first Oiler to finish in the top ten in scoring since 2001 ..  PPG has increased each season 0.65, 0.87, and 1.11 in his first healthy NHL season .. a rare feat for a 21 year old - placing him among an elite group of hall-of-famers .. marked upswing in goal scoring with 13 in Mar/Apr versus three in Jan/Feb .. delivered a major step forward while linemates Eberle and Nugent-Hopkins struggled .. cooled with a five game pointless streak in April  .. a leg injury Mar 1 kept him out two games .. suspended for a “knee on knee” hit for two games by the NHL .. signed a seven year contract worth $6 million a year, Eberle followed suit with a similar term, cementing a lethal combination through their prime .. invited to the Team Canada orientation camp despite a disappointing appearance at the world championships which saw him benched at one point (8-2-1-3) .. a bump in the road on the way to providing a key piece of Team Canada’s future leadership .. upward potential entering break out fourth season.. primed for an assault on the scoring charts when this group puts it together.
Scouting Report
Remarkable skater with great all-around range and speed .. generates tremendous thrust from an unusually wide, long stride .. extracts extra power by hyper-extending each step – supported by excellent lower-body strength .. a skilled dangler, bold and creative – and never shy to access a bag of tricks .. also packs a heavy-but-underutilized slapshot .. driven by endless energy reserves and an indefatigable nature .. plays full tilt, leaving him prey to crushing hits, a vulnerability that can be enhanced by some impulsiveness .. forces things at times – especially when driving pucks down low to the net. 
2011-12 Review
Overcame a tight start and a seven-game injury absence (shoulder) to catch stride at New Year’s (32-20-15-35) before his season came to abrupt end in March .. sustained a concussion on a dangerous hit – and then opted to undergo shoulder surgery to repair a torn labrum, an injury that dated back to junior .. first-overall pick and first player in CHL history to win back-to-back Memorial Cup MVP’s .. may need time to regain full strength in his surgically-repaired shoulder.
Jordan Eberle
2013 Review/Outlook
Dominating in Oklahoma City (34-25-26-51) .. leading the AHL in scoring with team-mate Justin Schultz just trailing (48 pts) .. holding it for two months after joining the NHL  .. sky-high expectations to start the season after a team leading performance in 11-12 (78-34-42-76), his third NHL season .. after being named alternate captain Jan 16 he struggled with consistency and  increased attention from opposition checkers taking a step back offensively (48-16-21-37) .. streaky season highlighted by 9 multi point games (9-10-11-21) accounting for 57% of his points.. a six game point scoring drought Apr 4 – Apr 16 followed by 3 multipoint games in the last six  to boost his point totals (6-4-5-9) ..  scoring percentage returned to more normal levels (12%) down from the previous season (18.9%) .. performance improves dramatically away from Rexall Place and hometown pressure (Road: 24-8-14-22, +4 – Home: 24-8-7-15, -8) .. a reversal of his results in 11-12 in which he scored 1.13 PPG at home versus 0.83 on the road .. underscoring a tendency to try too hard to create things ..  signed a 6 year, $36 million dollar contract and united with Taylor Hall for their prime years .. an intense dedication to fitness led to his break out in 11-12 .. driving a competitive streak will bring him back next year with something to prove. 
Scouting Report
Wily and opportunistic playmaker with gifted hands .. seemingly always in the right place at the right time .. shifty and composed in possession .. excels crafting plays in motion, aided by fine in-close puck skills plus clever lateral movement .. smooth, relaxed skater – footwork is efficient and productive .. makes use of speed changes while displaying an uncanny sense for identifying and exploiting soft lanes in coverage .. enhancements in skating have accelerated development .. increasingly stronger and quicker on his edges .. adept at finding screens for a quick, accurate shot – powered by strong wrists .. a reliable two-way catalyst who elevates those around him.
2011-12 Review
Rose above the rabble to enjoy a remarkable sophomore breakout that saw him lead the Oil in goals, assists and points .. surged in November with 27 goals in a 46-game stretch en route to finishing tied for 15th in the league with 34 goals .. CHL ‘Player Of The Year’ and World Junior MVP in 2010 .. scored over 80 percent of his goals (28 of 34) from below the face-off dots .. continues to cement a reputation for clutch contributions, with a majority of his goals coming within the final five minutes of periods ..

2013 Review/Outlook
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins
A difficult season for the undersized #1 overall pick from 2011 .. joined the Oiler stars in Oklahoma City (19-8-12-20) briefly before returning to Edmonton Dec 6 to have his wonky shoulder (lingering from 10-11) examined .. given clearance to play in the world junior tournament performing brilliantly (6-4-11-15) and named best forward .. a tantalizing glimpse on the eve of the NHL season .. after opening the season with no goals in 12 games (12-0-7-7) he re-injured the shoulder Feb 6, missing one game .. dogged him  the rest of the way registering points in only three of 16 games , Feb 2 – Mar 8 (16-1-2-3) .. finally missing the last four games to have surgery on his torn labrum .. surgery was successful and optimistic he will start the season ..  battled a week long bout with the flu and strep throat cost him valuable weight, dropping to 170 pounds and missed two games Mar 20 – Mar 25 in an increasingly long season  .. face-off win percentage (41.0%) is a slight improvement from prior season (37.0%) but remains a glaring shortcoming .. underwhelming stats were impacted by a shooting percentage of 5.1% versus 13.5% last year .. 46% of his points came on the power play (2-9-11) .. a big question is his ability to train and add bulk while tending to his shoulder .. health will determine how much of a step he can make next season .. innate hockey instincts and unnatural vision provide the tools to rebound dramatically. 
Scouting Report
Slick pivot has soft, articulate hands and good playmaking vision .. a dynamic skater with natural speed and fluidity .. acceleration is top-notch – specifically on crossovers which creates outside separation and shooting lanes .. zigs and zags and makes tight spins and sharp lateral cuts, exploiting strong balance and edge control .. gifted passer and puckhandler .. gets real zip on crisp passes that showcase the high level of skill at the end of his blade .... made substantial gains in checking intensity and overall positioning .. gradually gaining confidence in his physical play as a lean, wiry frame fills in .. gets outmuscled even if he does play with an edge .. added muscle will only enhance an already healthy net presence. 
2011-12 Review
Took the NHL by storm, quickly vindicating a first-overall selection and climbing to fifth in league scoring by December (27-12-17-29) .. cooled down prior to suffering a shoulder injury at mid-season which cost him 20 games, not to mention a likely Calder Trophy .. did a remarkable job handling top-line duties on a young team – as an 18-year-old .. tied for the scoring lead among NHL rookies with 52 points .. proved key in bumping the power play to third-best in the league, tying for seventh overall with 20 assists – in 62 game .. added muscle will only enhance an already healthy net presence – and bolster a woeful faceoff mark (37.5%) .. can expect a rougher sophomore road ahead.
Sam Gagner
2013 Review/Outlook
1st round 6th overall pick in 2007 is appearing in his seventh NHL season despite just turning 24 .. built a breakout season on the back of a successful Austrian lockout tour (21-10-10-20) .. first full NHL season without injury and highest PPG of his career (0.79) resulted in a three year contract, $14.9 million contract in July .. opened the season on a ten game scoring streak (10-3-8-11) in a strong first half -posting points in 23 of his first 29 games (29-12-16-28) .. most productive with Nail Yakupov scoring 19 times while aligned  .. undeniable chemistry with Ales Hemsky (11 points together) whose removal from the line-up in April precipitated a tailspin (9-0-3-3).. part of an erratic second half with points in 6 of his last 19 games(19-2-8-10)  .. a reality check finish you should mind.. tied for the team lead in PP points  .. led the Oilers in face-offs (741) with a dismal 43.9% win percentage .. alarmingly joining Nugent-Hopkins (41.9%) in taking over half of the teams face-offs .. while beneficial to his health, will shy away from traffic, not providing the support down low you would expect from a top line centre .. the glut of young talent, his contract and these question marks will keep himself and Hemsky circulating on the rumour mill for defensive help.. moving on could be a golden opportunity .. or expose his shortcomings in a brighter light .. price might be inflated. 

Scouting Report
Creative playmaker boasts shifty 1-on-1 moves plus a tricky shot, driven by soft hands and excellent stick speed .. sneaky passer both fore and backhand .. adequate skater – continues to add speed and power to his stride .. most influential when pushing the pace and competing aggressively on both sides of the puck .. tends to let the game slow down and stops driving his feet .. sustaining a high urgency level is imperative as he isn’t particularly big, strong, fast – or belligerent .. can be outworked and over-powered in 1-on-1 battles.
2011-12 Review
A preseason ankle injury – missed the opening six games – contributed to a slow start (13-0-2-2) and another inconsistent campaign .. burst briefly from the shadows with a franchise-tying eight-point game in February – only to fizzle down the stretch (23-4-3-7) .. did lead the Oilers with a plus-5 rating, reflecting certain defensive enhancements, though his positioning and overall coverage remains erratic .. game is quietly maturing – exploited space more effectively last season and continues to adapt to the speed of play .. totals look sparse (71-10-15-25) without his four-game February blitz (4-8-6-14).
Ales Hemsky
2013 Review/Outlook
Oft injured Czech was bothered by a foot injury (Mar 7) much of the last half of the season .. kept quiet by the Oilers for the most part finally sitting out eight of the last nine games  .. missed 118 games in the last four seasons .. starred with HC Pardubice in the Czech League (27-14-18-32) during the lockout, starting reasonably well (14-7-3-10)  ..  laboured after the foot injury (18-1-6-7) .. ice time was carefully managed (averaging 13:55 in April)  .. notably he is only 29 and subsequent to  the last two disastrous seasons (107-19-37-56) he averaged close to a point a game for 6 seasons from 05-06 to 10-11 (360-96-235-331, 0.92 PPG, avg. 60 games a season) ..  provides elite level skill and gifted playmaking when healthy .. just too much wear and tear for much confidence .. he will enjoy quality line-mates in Edmonton and should produce .. haunted by persistent trade rumours for two seasons ..  looming free agency will continue to fuel speculation .. and motivation for a strong start.
Scouting Report
Tricky and elusive 1-on-1, especially in open ice .. thrives to make dazzling end-to-end solo rushes, exploiting sublime puck skills and a dynamic change of pace .. a dangerous and creative playmaker on certain nights, yet prone to overhandling the puck in search of the perfect play, drawing unnecessary physical abuse, and failing to integrate linemates .. at his best when driving aggressively into lanes and striving to show off a powerful shooting arsenal .. increasingly more involved in backchecking pursuits, albeit his enthusiasm can wane dramatically. 
2011-12 Review
Laboured to find top form all season, plagued by on-going shoulder issues and rampant trade rumours .. sat out 11 games after re-injuring his right shoulder in the season’s second game – the same shoulder surgically repaired the previous March .. ended `09-10 undergoing a similar procedure on his left shoulder .. dressed for 69 games in `11-12 – the total of his previous two seasons combined .. signed a two-year contract extension prior to the deadline .. should have ample incentive to reclaim top-line billing after being outshone by the younger lights last season .. getting back to full health is only the start.
Nail Yakupov
2013 Review/Outlook

Led the team in goal scoring (17) and power play goals (6) connecting on a sensational 21% of his shots ranking 4th in the NHL .. tied for the rookie scoring lead (48-17-14-31) and led in goals (17) and PP goals (6) .. scoring 6 goals on 13 shots in a wild final three games of the season .. climaxing a sizzling 11 goals in April in (14-11-4-15) – 65% of his goals and 48% of his points in a wildly uneven season .. surprisingly not a finalist for the Calder trophy ..apart from the hot finish his play away from the puck and willingness to back check was questioned ..  -10 plus/minus going into his final 3 games ..  a penchant for some early showmanship drew criticism .. a special talent that has work to do to develop his overall game .. a long year for the driven youngster .. played for his hometown Neftekhimik Nizhnekamsk in the KHL during the lock-out (22-9-9-18) ..captained the Russian team to a bronze medal at the World Junior championships (7-3-5-8) .. in which he admitted he did not feel comfortable .. ambitious with strong work ethic .. wants to rise to the occasion and be the difference maker .. the rigours of an 82 game schedule and increased checking attention may challenge his emotional quotient .. adding up to another year of adjustment to the NHL .. with some intense peaks and valleys along the way. 
Scouting Report
Dynamic skater with great balance and dexterity .. blasts off in startup, deriving remarkable quickness from powerful limbs .. slick and strong on edges – spins, changes direction in a flash .. generates a burst making lateral cuts .. talented stickhandler with quick hands and deft puck control .. makes split-second decisions and can execute smoothly in top gear .. determined – craves to be a difference-maker .. not always eager to sacrifice his undersized body driving into traffic for loose pucks .. must also work on his positioning away from the puck .. durability is a concern – can he survive intense NHL punishment.
2011-12 Review
Selected first overall this summer following a productive but injury-filled season .. missed 21 games to head, knee and concussion problems, the latter courtesy of a nasty open-ice hit in March that hindered his playoff effort (6-2-3-5, minus-7) .. also drew a two-game suspension for skipping the Top Prospects game .. played a key part in Russia’s semi-final comeback against Canada at the World Juniors, earning silver and tying for the tournament lead with nine assists (7-0-9-9) .. the Nizhnekamsk, Tatarstan native was the 2011 CHL Rookie of the Year after breaking Sarnia’s franchise rookie marks with 49 goals and 101 points ..
Still to be done:
David Perron
Justin Schultz
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