Philadelphia
Claude Giroux 
2013 Review/Outlook
Shouldered numerous challenges in his first year as captain..  Flyers finished out of the playoffs for only the second time in 19 years .. endured  only one prolonged slump as the team stumbled out of the gate including an injury to  line-mate  Scott Hartnell (1/24 – 2/23) posting  points in only 3 of 13 games (13-1-4-5) .. never playing two games without a point the rest of the season (35-12-31-43, 1.23 PPG) .. performing strongly as the team faded from playoff contention ..   13 multiple point games (13-7-24-31) .. finished seventh in the league in assists (35) .. tied for 13th in scoring .. seventh in the league in PP points .. led the team in shots (137) ..led the league in face-offs taken (1182) by  a wide margin winning 54.5%  (19th best in NHL) ..a  particularly satisfying result after pre-season surgery on both wrist which he blamed on Crosby’s continual slashing during the playoffs .. durable competitor only missing 5 games in the last 4 seasons due to injury ..  formed an effective combo with Josef Voracek .. some off-season speculation Vinny Lecavalier lining up on the wing given the young depth at centre in Philly .. unlikely if Hartnell is healthy ..  signed an eight year, $66 million dollar contract in July .. the face and future of Philadelphia for the prime of his career .. will return to Art Ross discussion in due course.  
Scouting Report
Spunky little forward with special playmaking talents .. gifted puckslinger and passer – carves open defenses with inspired no-look setups .. light and elusive – uses quick, short hopping strides on startup .. thrifty and ingenious .. continues to get stronger and quicker .. talented feet – controls passes and sustains control through seemingly impenetrable spaces .. a surprisingly gutsy and resilient physical presence – bounces back from taking and receiving big hits .. will only improve from adding upper-body mass to a slight frame .. encouraged to be more assertive and exploit a tricky shot and burgeoning one-timer .. prone to overhandling the puck and trying to do too much at times – a by-product of his unrelenting drive.
2011-12 Review
Continued to separate himself from the pack to finish third in the NHL scoring race – his 93 points the most by a Flyer in 13 years .. led the team with a career-high 242 shots – a 43 percent increase over `10-11 (169) .. led the NHL with 38 power play points .. . lost his cool in the playoffs, sitting out the final game to suspension for a dirty hit on Dainius Zubrus – after scorching the Penguins in the opening round (6-6-8-14) .. underwent surgery on both wrists in May, repairing torn cartilage and removing bone spurs.
Jakub Voracek
2013 Review/Outlook
Stepped into the void left by childhood hero and mentor Jaromir Jagr on Giroux’s wing early in the season after a successful stint in the KHL (23-7-13-20) ..  seized the opportunity to  launch himself among the scoring leaders with a torrid month Feb 2 – Mar 7 (17-11-16-27, 1.59 PPG) .. balanced by a  more measured but consistent finish (23-10-7-17, 0.74 PPG)  never going more than two games without a point .. led team in goals (22) – tied for 8th in the league,  PP goals (8) – tied for 7th in the league and shots (129)  ..finished second on the team in take-aways .. scoring percentage lept to  17.1 % versus 9.5% the prior year on the end of some  quality scoring chances but expect a correction  ..won the Bobby Clarke award for Flyers MVP which went to Giroux the prior two seasons .. also awarded the Pelle Lindberg Memorial trophy as team’s most improved player .. driven talent competed in the World Championships for the Czech Republic (8-1-6-7) .. not relinquishing his top line spot any time soon.
Scouting Report
Competitive, hard-working playmaker with good vision and creativity .. not a picturesque skater – startup phase is slushy .. does have decent stride power and deceptive top speed .. continues to improve his quickness, especially in stops, starts, and reversals .. sneaky and skilled in tight spaces thanks to solid in-close control and shifty 1-on-1 moves .. attacks the net with pace and bears down on scoring chances – but labours to finish plays around the net due to a mediocre shot .. gradually becoming a more reliable defensive player .. still makes risky plays and can labour on clearances.
2011-12 Review
 Revived after escaping Columbus and found a higher level in Philly despite posting similar totals .. found his legs after a sluggish camp and opening month (13-2-3-5), bolstering the possession game while emerging as a key puckmover on the power play .. raised expectations by surging down the wire (7-4-6-10) – returning from a three-game March absence to a crushing hit from Detroit’s Niklas Kronwall .. turned in a forgettable playoff however – after scoring the overtime winner in Game 1 against Pittsburgh .. staying inspired without fellow Czech Jaromir Jagr – is key.
Wayne Simmonds
2013 Review/Outlook
Fearsome competitor strikes terror down low on the PP, with quick hands and instincts .. skill and toughness epitomized in two Gordie Howe hat tricks in one week .. second on the team in goals scored, third in points .. tallying 50% of his points (16) as an immovable fixture on the power play ..  limited ice time on a regular shift on a deep Flyer squad limits upside (12:24 ES, 3:12 PP).. terrific start (21-10-9-19) muddied by some prolonged dry spells Mar 7 – Mar 24 (7-0-1-1) and Apr 4 – Apr 18 (8-0-2-2) .. streaky season punctuated by seven multi point games (7-8-9-17) ..  missed three games with a concussion Feb 2 – Feb 7 .. lost only nine games in the last five years despite the physical toll taken creating space for teammates  .. a testament to a commitment to fitness .. 13th in the league in PIM (82), provides shots (110), hits (72) .. a roto league darling ..pounding out  a convincing argument every night for a top six role .. will be hard to deny the maturing leader  drawing either Giroux or LeCavalier .. a six year deal ($23.85M) signed before the season provides a reasonable cap hit through his prime years .. .. on pace for 27 goals and 58 points pro-rated  with another level attainable.
Scouting Report
Speedy, intense winger .. boasts deceptively quick hands and surprises with slick 1-on-1 stickhandling moves .. shifty skater with deceiving quickness and lateral agility .. can skate all day thanks to exemplary fitness levels .. positions himself well in the offensive zone in order to take advantage of a quick, hard shot – generates terrific velocity with only a minimal windup .. misses a natural finishing touch however .. much stronger than he appears .. shined as a net-front presence on the power play .. excels causing forecheck turnovers, supported by a gangly body and unusually-long reach .. energizes lines with his hustle and physical presence – not to mention enforcement – willingly drops the gloves to protect teammates .
2011-12 Review
Flourished with a change of scenery and an expanded role in Philly – to break out with 28 goals – including a career-high 11 on the power play – second-most on the team .. .. boom-or-bust scorer – alternating red-hot stretches with lengthy dry spells .. not the same factor in the playoffs – hampered by a broken index finger that required off-season surgery.
Vincent LeCavalier 
2013 Review/Outlook
Former Tampa captain entertained many suitors looking to add a combination of size, skill and leadership after a compliance buyout at 33 years old ..  signing a five year , $4.5 million a year contract with the deep, young,  Flyers with an established leader in Giroux .. citing an aggressive offensive system as key to his decision .. commenting “better than staying on your heels” evoking a memorable standoff with the Lightning .. brisk start (7-4-7-11) halted by a bone bruise on Feb 2 .. slowed down noticeably (21-3-8-11) prior to being placed on the IR Mar 12 missing nine games .. rebounded to end the season well (12-3-7-10) .. maintained remarkably consistent PPG pace (39-10-22-32, 0.82 PPG) over prior five years – 0.83, 0.77, 0.83, 0.85, 0.87 .. a one-two punch on face-offs with Giroux, matching his 54.5% win percentage, tied for 19th in the league .. mitigating speculation about a move to the wing on a team deep at centre .. change could be better than a rest for the former Maurice Richard trophy winner with a lot left to offer. 
Scouting Report
Big, elegant pivot has lost some length and power in his stride over the years .. no longer bursts past defenders with a sharp change of pace .. game has consequently evolved into more of a ‘power’ playmaker .. still able to open up lanes with paralyzing stickhandling shifts – and better able to absorb physical pressure having grown much stronger from numerous rehabs shoulder and elbow rehabs .. competes hard to create space for a powerful wristshot .. can set the tone with his physical edge and playmaking savvy .. most effective when his intensity and assertiveness spike – and when battling to establish a net-front presence .. aging somewhat gracefully.
2011-12 Review
Lightning captain was on pace for a 30-goal, 65-point season prior to suffering a broken hand in February and missing 18 games .. also missed time during the previous campaign to a fractured hand (Nov `10) .. the former Maurice Richard Trophy winner (52 goals in `06-7) did reach the 20-goal mark for an impressive twelfth consecutive time .. thrives on confidence – and could rebound to the 70-point area with positive team results.



Kimmo Timonen
2013 Review/Outlook
Fully recovered from off-season back surgery (May 2012), 38 year old Finn enjoyed his best offensive season in five years (0.64PPG) .. a 53 point pace in a pro-rated season .. tied for third in the NHL PP points by a defenseman  (17) .. tied for sixth in defense scoring .. registered 58.6% of his points on the PP .. now sharing time with newly acquired Streit .. could be magical chemistry .. or erode his stats .. watch training camp closely for how Laviolette deploys the power play .. durable despite age only missing 9 games in last four seasons .. missed last three games of the season with a compression fracture in his right foot .. .. should be ready to start the season .. speculating on retirement after signing a one year extension ( $6 million) mid-season.. count on a solid farewell  tour from smart, graceful veteran. 
Scouting Report
Smart, skilled blueliner with excellent mobility .. incisive passer and puckcarrier supported by a lively first step .. offsets the size factor by anticipating and establishing body positioning – exploiting deceptive strength and competitiveness .. poised and unpredictable orchestrating the power play, supported by a quick, sneaky shot which he can be reluctant to use .. durable and far tougher than he looks .. bounces back after absorbing crushing hits. 
2011-12 Review
Philly’s blueline general kept the bar high – surpassing the 30-assist mark for a ninth straight time .. razor-sharp to start – and elevating his game when Chris Pronger was sidelined .. led the blueline with 21 power-play points .. .missed five March games to a back injury – ending a consecutive games-played streak at 248 games .. shows signs of slowing down however .. coach Laviolette did manage his icetime, reducing even-strength duties – but maintaining a heavy special-teams role .. underwent back surgery in May to remove a disc fragment with a two-month recovery period .. running out of chances for that elusive first Stanley Cup.
Mark Streit
2013 Review/Outlook
Signed a four year contract after Islanders traded their captain’s rights to Philly .. entering only his eighth NHL season at age 35, after playing in Switzerland until 27 .. not missing a game since losing the 10-11 season with shoulder surgery .. an exception to an otherwise healthy career .. marked a 46 point pro-rated pace (tied for 12th in defense scoring) .. a level attained in the previous four seasons .. seventh worst among NHL defenseman in plus/minus ( – 14) .. played the second most on the Islanders (18:15 ES, 3:45 PP, 1:20 SH).. acquired for puck moving ability and offense  joining one of the most effective PP’s in the league (3rd, 21.6%)  with a laser shot and keen instincts .. will be a leader for Switzerland in the Sochi Olympics .. should be among offensive leaders among defense. 
Scouting Report
Smart, responsible player with quick, skilled hands .. not the fastest – more an efficient, steady skater who chooses his steps wisely .. relies on skilled stickwork and positional savvy, and only enhances his arsenal when injecting a harder physical edge .. provides a stabilizing influence .. masks intentions well and has a flair for executing while stationary .. displays uncanny playmaking poise and awareness orchestrating the powerplay .. senses where open linemates are and distributes with speed and precision – backed by a booming slapshot and terrific one-timer. 
2011-12 Review 
Laboured to regain his stellar form prior to undergoing major shoulder surgery (Oct `10) and missing the `10-1 season .. recorded a career-worst minus-27 rating, appearing a step slow from the outset, yet carrying a heavy load while also handling his new captaincy, appointed prior to the season opener .. outlets were unusually sloppy at times last season, producing glaring giveaways .. also struggled with defensive coverage and getting beaten down low 1-on-1 .. did begin to regain his timing and sharpness down the stretch.
Brayden Schenn
2013 Review/Outlook
Showed flashes of star potential this season after an impressive playoff in 11-12 (11-3-6-9) .. dominated in Adirondack (AHL) during the lockout (33-12-20-33) .. stepped into the void left by Hartnells injury on the power play after a slow start (6-0-2-2) producing a sizzling month of February (15-6-10-16)  .. went promptly into a scoring deep freeze registering  points in 3 games out of 18 Mar 5 – Apr 13 (18-1-2-3) .. including a ten game pointless streak marked by a disturbing -11 plus/minus .. shuffling back and forth from center to wing took 475 face-offs winning a slight 45.5% of them .. defensively responsible two way player – fifth among Flyer forwards in total ice time (13:04 ES, 2:24 PP) .... will likely line up with LeCavalier and Simmonds, whom he skated with 53% of the time at even strength .. enters contract year following a leap in PPG to 0.55 from 0.33 and poised for a breakout campaign. 
Scouting Report
Gritty two-way pivot with skilled hands and strong hockey sense .. talented and economical puckhandler able to weave through traffic and finish with a hard wristshot that features a compact and explosive release .. equal parts shooter and passer .. okay skater – strides are short, choppy, and lack some power .. top speed is decent .. could use better lateral agility – loses momentum in turns and reversals .. accomplishes a lot without moving his feet however – knows how to exploit his strength and savvy to compensate .. displays sharp positional sense – and a knack of having his body prepared and in the right spot .. does the little things as a checker and physical presence .. needs to work on consistency – bringing the same energy shift to shift .. tends to stop working when plays diffuse – and can disappear for stretches.
2011-12 Review 
Scored his first-ever NHL goal at the 2012 Winter Classic in January – after hobbling through an injury-riddled opening half .. made a big splash in his NHL playoff debut as well – a three-point effort in the opener (1-2-3) – en route to finishing fourth in team scoring (11-3-6-9) .. laboured at camp with a shoulder injury – and missed 20 games to a broken foot (Oct) and a mild concussion (Dec) .. looking to build on a breakthrough playoff – with big brother Luke.
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