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2013 Review/Outlook
Resurgent with second best offensive showing since glory days in Dallas under coach Tippett .. re-united in an expensive acquisition for the Coyotes at 4 years, $22 million and 33 years of age .. tied for tenth in league scoring (48-13-36-49 and fifth in assists ..  tied teammate Alex Ovechkin for the NHL lead in PP points (6-21-27) scoring  55.1% of his points on the Caps dominant #1 PP (26.8%)  .... one of the few bright lights leading the Caps in scoring as they struggled early adjusting to  a new coach (22-9-19-28, +2) .. lined up with a variety of line-mates at even strength after losing Ovechkin as a running mate early in the season .. most often with Troy Brouwer who he helped produce a career offensive season .. cemented in place as the number one centre in Phoenix with the creative Radim Vrbata .. cannot repeat the same PP points in Phoenix and will receive shut down attention he could avoid in Washington .. 20.6% shooting percentage should return to career levels (14.8%) .. face-off win percentage still a sore point up slightly to 44.8% from 42.2% .. expected to be among the team scoring leaders in the desert, and improve a woeful PP .. but will still necessitate a step backwards offensively.

Scouting Report
Slick-handed pivot knows how to create and exploit space .. senses a checker’s intentions which powers an ability to spot vulnerable holes in coverage .. slippery and talented puckhandler; patient and unpredictable .. masterful at controlling pucks in-close to his body and finding passing seams .. always can be a more assertive shooter as he passes up prime chances more comfortable in traffic, aided by gains in overall strength, skating, and conditioning .. selectively courageous about going into the corners and driving to the front of the net .. loses focus and enthusiasm defensively – which leads to careless mistakes and undisciplined penalties. 
2011-12 Review 
Reached the 60-point plateau for the fourth time in five seasons – though it was largely a wind-aided achievement .. reaped prime icetime and quality wingers – but fell short of filling the Brad Richards void .. turned in some flat performances at key junctures over the course of the season – not to mention a few critical errors over the final furlong .. missed seven games to a January knee injury .. charged with a team-high 63 giveaways – and a career-high 66 penalty minutes .. on the down slope .. won just 42.2 percent of faceoffs – the lowest mark of his career .. not as sharp in the shootouts either – going just 2-for-7 after leading Dallas in `10-11 with six shootout goals.
Radim Vrbata
2013 Review/Outlook
Quietly but firmly established himself as a reliable scoring threat with a career best PPG of 0.83 .. despite missing magical set up man Ray Whitney  prompting goals per game to drop from 0.45 per game to 0.35 and shooting percentage regressing  from 15.1% to 11.3% .. led the team in power play points in only 34 games with an uncharacteristic 10 assists (2-10-12)  (42.9%  of points) .. addition of premiere set up man Ribeiro with similar pedigree to Whitney means a goal scoring boon .. missed 14 games with a broken foot Feb 18 – Mar 18 .. coinciding with a team skid out of the playoffs for the first time under Tippett (6-10-3) .. Coyotes are 54-13-8 over the last 4 seasons when Vrbata scores a goal .. very consistent performance from growing leader.

Scouting Report
Slick, opportunistic winger with soft hands .. moves fluidly with the puck, powered by quick acceleration and a deceptive change of pace .. tricky 1-on-1 due to superb in-tight control and escapability .. success hinges on being aggressive and courageous, and not fading to the perimeter when his confidence sags .. ramps up speed and drive at defenders, exploiting an ability to fire pucks in-close to his body while in full motion – release is very quick and fluid and surprises goalies with how fast pucks arrive.
2011-12 Review
Shook off a slow start (9-1-4-5) to form a lethal union with ageless setup man Ray Whitney – en route to a team and career-high 35 goals .. began a blistering run on New Year’s Eve (22-14-9-23) that included six of his career and league-leading 12 game-winning goals (tied) .. sat tied for fourth in the league with 30 goals at the Feb trade deadline before suffering an illness and battling a subsequent allergic reaction to antibiotics over the final month – missed five games .. rendered ineffective in the playoffs after suffering a shoulder injury on the opening shift on a hit from Chicago’s Andrew Shaw .. finished with one assist in his final eight games.
Mikkel Boedker

2013 Review/Outlook
Blazing skater carried momentum from eye opening playoff in 11-12 (16-4-4-8) to shine in Finland during the lockout (29-21-12-33) .. appeared ready to emerge in a breakout first 21 games (21-4-12-16) ..before losing confidence once again shying away from physical play as the team entered a brutal 11 game skid Mar 4 – Mar 27 (2-7-2) .. pointless in 19 of the last 27 games (27-3-7-10) .... may draw a top line experiment alongside Ribeiro and Vrbata .. largely lining up with Vermette and Doan in the past .. will see time on an improved power play regardless .. plays responsible defense in the Coyotes system .. once again enters 13-14 as a touted breakout candidate in his fifth NHL season showing enough glimpses of sheer ability on occasion.. taking almost as many shots in 48 games than in 82 in 11-12 growth is coming slowly for skilled Dane.  

Scouting Report
A universal offensive talent .. not tall but wide and thickly-constructed .. fast, dynamic skater combining speed and grace .. explosive in each phase – his footwork, balance, and edge control all derive from a muscular lower body .. talented puckhandler and passer .. packs a heavy slapshot .. able to execute with precision at full throttle .. reliable and low-maintenance – though with room to improve defensively and especially as a physical presence .. too easy to play against .. times his skating routes to avoid contact at times ..selectively brave in the regular season – operating from peripheral areas.
2011-12 Review 
Oozed confidence in an eye-opening playoff breakout – transforming into ‘beast’ mode following a patchy regular season .. fired back-to-back overtime winners in the opening round against Chicago – and was a blur at times in the Nashville series – before running into the Los Angeles machine .. but emerged in the playoffs as a dangerous neutral-zone buster – exploiting his skating superiority and driving at defenders with pace .. on the verge of bigger things if he brings the same passion and bravery.
Keith Yandle 
2013 Review/Outlook
The lone star on the team led in scoring (48-10-20-30), PP goals (5), game winning goals (3), penalty minutes (54), shots (130), missed shots (55), and give-aways (30) .. finishing tied for fourth in defense scoring and  PP goals on the back of a final three game outburst (3-1-5-6, +4) .. third highest scoring NHL defenseman in the last three years (212-32-100-132, 0.62 PPG) .. second on the list of NHL iron men on defense with 310 consecutiive games played .. entering his prime at 26 with upside if there is any improvement in the power play .. finished second among NHL defense in even strength scoring (5-15-20) ..  trade rumours swirled all season despite accomplishments with the emergence of Ekman- Larsson  .. under contract for three more seasons at a cap hit of $5 million ..  two time all star is a premier puck-mover that fits many teams needs .. will produce despite environment. 

Scouting Report
Bold and aggressive – exploits a fast, powerful stride and blistering one-timer .. bursts into outlet lanes powered by a dynamic first step and acceleration gear .. decision making is maturing – learning when to freewheel and when to settle for the safe play .. forces things at times still – and can be pressured into rash judgments ... gets muscled off the puck in spite of a sizeable frame and good compete level .. makes deep aggressive pinches – driving for the front of the net or sneaking in weak side.
2011-12 Review 
Continued to stimulate the offense last season, though not with the same razor sharpness of his 59-point outburst of `10-11 .. more prone to sloppy giveaways and soft coverage – albeit still reached the 10-goal and 30-assist marks for a third straight time .. laboured to ignite a dormant power play – failing to score a goal with the man advantage in 98 regular-season and playoff games – while registering just 11 points – a dramatic drop from `10-11 (3-23-26) .. ranked among the league’s top 20 with 102 missed shots (19th) and 75 giveaways (12) .. made amends with a terrific playoff – elevating his urgency and attention to detail – and leading the team with eight assists and a plus-five rating.
Oliver Ekman-Larsson
2013 Review/Outlook
Arriving as a mainstay on the blue-line continuing the rapid development from his sophomore season  .. stayed sharp with Portland  in the AHL during the lockout displaying his offensive upside (20-7-14-21) .. led the Coyotes in ice time per game at 25:05 and notably led on both the power play and the penalty kill (18:24 ES 3:40 PP 3:00 SH) .... Skipped the world championships for Sweden after playing through an injured foot in a tough final month of the season (13-0-5-5)  .. after setting a 44 point pro-rated pace (35-3-16-19, 0.54 PPG) out of the gate .. playing like a veteran at 22 years old,  poised with an active stick, sound positioning and a developing offensive game ..bolstered by an  impeccable work ethic seeks to be a leader and difference maker .. currently Sweden’s best all-around young defenseman, former sixth overall pick (2009) emerging as heir apparent to Niklas Lidstrom ..  Phoenix signaled their belief with a six year extension in March at $5.5 million per season .. on his way to elite level, and potential break out fourth year  with upside muted by the offensive ceiling in the desert. 

Scouting Report
Tall, silky-skating workhorse .. swift and effortless in all directions .. adept at closing gaps as he transitions from forwards to backwards with remarkable ease and grace .. hands are quick and dexterous – and power a heavy shot .. adept at opening lanes with quick little shifts and firing rapid strikes .. generates impressive velocity from merely snapping his wrists and massive wingspan .. more relaxed and composed in possession – taking time to find proper outlets – and not as prone to rash or blind clearances .. quick thinker – makes good spontaneous decisions under pressure .. will make better use of his space as he gains experience .. provides a subtle physical presence, injecting bursts of intensity 
2011-12 Review 
Took a phenomenal leap in his sophomore year – averaging 22 minutes per game and displaying a maturity far beyond his 20 years .. emerged more confident and aggressive last fall, boosted by upgrades in strength and conditioning – and produced a shocking 13 goals to rank fifth among NHL blueliners ..  developing a harder edge in 1-on-1 battles as his large frame strengthens and is better able to absorb contact .. wobbled late in the playoffs against a suffocating Kings’ team – but otherwise played well under the circumstances – even leading the team in average icetime by a healthy clip (25:46).
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